LESSON 2

PHONETICS

Letters: G b h h NL nL Uy uua Fu
The Syllable
Consonant Clusters

GRAMMAR

The Simple Sentence
Attributes

Possessive Article—U and Possessive Pronouns hd, hdu
Question Mark [ ° ]

VOCABULARY

Proper Names
Text: Self-Identification

Upwd, Upwnwy G Uphu

Uy Juuwnt ua ancy'
PHONETICS
Letters
Vowels Consonants
Tall letters: b b [yel, [e] U lj [m]
Bisecting letters: h h [1] l--| l.l [g]
Mini letters: NL nL [u] FL [v, ¥yl

'07, dwdwGwlGtp, o”, pupphp: ie., O, tempora, o, mores!
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Lesson 2

Position in
Alphabet Letter Letter Name Key Words Pronunciation
5 Gt [:3) [yech] tnotinnt [ye] [e]
11 b h hGh [ini] hGpGw)wpd [i]
15 Q] yka [gen] Yozhy (el
20 U4 utG [men] unily [m]
34 Ok ni nt [u] ninwn [u]
35 F1 Jht@ [hyun] Gwti, upiG [v,y]
% Pronunciation Note
anty Nh no graphically consists of two elements.” Phonetically it represents one simple

vowel [u]—e.g., NLp, Jwuwnt, nnndG.*
Before other vowels the sound [u] shifts into [v] in a root word—e.g., UtnNLtin [esdver] shadow.
Compare: UNL [nu] is the name of the letter [, but in the word UNLEN [nver] giff, NL is pronounced [v].

G G has two pronunciations.

At the beginning of a word it is pronounced [ye]—e.g., GnLiLw, b rl b LW [:I
Yerevan, iu I, GpYnt two, GRYhp earth, country.

+  In the middle of a word it is simply [e], like the vowel E—e.g.,

UbLwG Sevan, LU[][]Lsun, ljbn our, UbL black. Uthu

Depending on the position, the letter b is pronounced [ye] or [e] in the
same word. Compare: GNGLw O Yerevan, iptiu [yeres] face.

There is no way to differentiate by ear bi and Lk in the middle of a word; the sound is the same.
However, two small rules could help.’

*  Words in Armenian do not end in b} at the end of a word the sound [e] requires the letter L,
e.g, bwnpk, uhpt .

e The letter L shifts into h after losing the stress, while b remains G; this rule requires some
knowledge of words:

ukp - uhptid, mkp - mhpty, Gnitp - Gnihpbd, QupkG - QuphGr
but:
ytp - yopwynip, ubt - ubitGwy, unmnitip - vnmbipby.

A e e Exception: The auxiliary verb L always begins with the sound [e], even though it is spelled either
G 6 tnotipnt with G or with £, compare: Gu GO [yes em] ‘Tam’, w0 k [an e] ‘he or she is*®.
[yeghcheru]

2 Voiceless, unaspirated [k] in Old and Eastern Armenian.

3 See the “The Armenian Alphabet: A Historical Note” in Lesson 1.

* There are no long vowels in Armenian.

’ Details on orthography for all lessons are presented in Appendix 12.
¢ The conjugation paradigm of the verb & see in Lesson 4.
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Lesson 2

ship.

GuwL F oL

The Syllable

A syllable consists of one vowel which can have preceding and following consonants—e.g.:

U-pw-pwuwn, w-0nLh, w-ptic, ni-Ghd, wmbu-GGy, Gp-Y4hp, Gp-ync.

Consonant clusters

Both letters L and G build also diphthongs, e.g.
uhtl [syun] column, wnhtQ [aryun] blood, and
utibtiwy [senyak] room, Qwwnbwl [madyan]

journal. For details see the next lesson.

Two or more consonants form consonant clusters which are usually pronounced but not
spelled with a weak vowel [a], schwa. Such a syllable is called hidden.® Examples:

Word with Hidden
Syllable Transcription Translation
Jpuwly go -rag fire
ynGwd ga T -nam I can
e djpwwmn mo g - rad scissors
(Qun ne - gar picture
unnibp asd-ver shadow
aypwwn

Phonetic drills: Read the following words.

hGG hGGunLG

hGGunLGhGG

9 90 99
Lower Case Upper Case Translation
wiw G uuvtu vase, pot
wntG uuvnNkruv name
tiu GU [

P 1 is one of the most frequent characters of the alphabet, but
it never begins words.” Therefore, the key word in the T .
table above is a word ending in L, (WL [nav] boat,

[goshig]

7 At the beginning of a word the sound [v] is expressed with the letter { (Lesson 8). In the new orthography
accepted in Soviet Armenia and still functioning in Armenia the letter 1 is substituted with , except in n1 and L.

¥ Umin Ju(y or qununGwywGy in Armenian. Hidden syllables are “opened” for hyphenation and in poetry,

for rhythm. Details are given in Lesson 4.
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Lesson 2

tiptiuniG 30
tpynt 2
tpyhp

tit

nin

niu

hpuwt

ubit

uniwn

unt(Gly

uhpniG
Jwwunnt

nwluihG

wnwultpynt 12
nwnh

wnnil

ULy 1
unily

djpwwn

(Gniktp

GYwn

GLGUNRL thirty
Grunk two
Grubr country
GEr and
nere where
nru shoulder
hPUFR really
UGR black
UNEkS lie
unruvyu mushroom
ub/rnru pretty
LGusSnke cat
SUUURrhL still, yet
sauvuvGrunk twelve
surh year
SNkU home, house
U4 one
Unkru mouse
uuprus scissors
LNRENR gift
vuupe picture

Proper Names

Proper names begin with capital letters: Upwpwuwn, Lwnk. Here are some other proper names we can

already write.

GpbLwl
UGLwG

Uwuhu
Lntkp

Upwd, Upnwly, Ywpth
uap, Uwphwy, YwphGt
Uphu

Capital city of Armenia

1. A lake at an elevation of nearly 2,000 kilometers, the
largest in modern Armenia

2. Feminine and masculine name

1. Local name of Ararat
2. Masculine name

1. Gift
2. Masculine name

Masculine names
Feminine names

Fictitious pet name
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Lesson 2

GRAMMAR

Simple Sentence

Simple sentence structure in Armenian is generally similar to English, i.e., the predicate (verb) follows its
subject (noun or pronoun). For instance:

Gu nLbha: I have

Gu Go: ITam

Contrary to English, the complement comes between the subject and the verb; compare:

Gu ninih nLGho: I have a house.
Gu Upwnwyb Go: I am Ardag.
Uphu Jwuwnnt E: Aris is a cat.

Guwuwnilb uhpnib £ The cat is pretty.

The general word order is not changed with the addition of more complements:

Gu uhpnil ninilG nLGho: I have a nice house.

Uwn ubiL uinnibip t: That is a black shadow.
Uu unip dypwun E: These are sharp scissors.’
Uphu ubir wuwne E: Aris is a black cat.

Attributes
The sentences above have adjective attributes showing qualities: uppnLl wnnLb nice
——\4‘
K@ Y house, UtiL wwnnt black cat, etc.

Noun attributes show belonging. Adjectives do not change form to become attributes.
Noun attributes most of the time are the possessives which take the ending -hU; for

- J) 3 instance: UnwOhl A4ram’s.
\/P (0

Uu YwuwnnthG Uu Upwdhb inncGG E: This is Aram’s home.
aniyl L U UpinwlhG YwwnntG b Thatis Ardag’s cat.
UG LwpkhG unnibpa t: That is Nareh’s shadow.
Uu uunnthG oncyG t: This is the cat’s mouse.

Belonging to the speaker is expressed with the article U and pronoun h 0.

? The word scissors, dljpwwn, unlike in English has regular singular and plural forms in Armenian.
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Lesson 2

Possessive Article -&/ and Possessive Pronouns /1, filu

The first person possessive article -U indicates that the object belongs to the speaker. It is attached to the end
of a word, like the definite article -0. Examples:
innLlu my house, uwiunniu my cat, GYwnu my picture.

The article -U (as all other consonant articles) is pronounced with a preceding shwa if the word ends in a
consonant, that is, [dunes], [ngares], [imes], etc.'”
When possession is emphasized, the first person possessive pronoun fU is added:"'

hd sinLlGu my house, hd Ywwnniu my cat, hd GUwpu my picture

Pronoun NUU mine, with attached article is used independently. Examples:
Uphu hd wuwniu £: Uphu hdu E: Aris is my cat. Aris is mine.

Uu hd wnintbu t: Snibu hdu L: This is my house. The house is mine.

Question Mark [ °]

Any word with a lexical meaning can become a question with the appropriate intonation; no special
words or grammatical constructions are obligatory, e.g., bP°0u L: Is it mine? P°0uU Gu: Are you mine?

Interrogative intonation in writing is expressed with the question

hd nL”nuu [im ughdes?]
Uu £ hdu:

mark [ ®]. It is different from the full stop and

stands right on the last vowel bearing the lexical hd hGpGpwpdu [im inknasharzhes]
stress of the interrogative word. Uu E hdu:

12 Unless followed by a vowel initial clitic, in which case epenthesis doesn’t always occur, e.g.,hdu L is mine
pronounced [imse].

1 Constructions with a pronoun and without a possessive article, like hti wwni(@, are unusual in Western
Armenian. They are specific to literary Eastern Armenian, though the spoken Eastern Armenian prefers the
same constructions—that is, hd wmniGu my house, hd Juwwniu my cat, etc.
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Text: Self-ldentification

Upwd Upuwwly

hd wnintbu Udtphluw E:

22

Uphu

Lesson 2

uruy, ursuy g urru

Gu Upwdlb Gd: o whnilOu Upwd E: Bu
Gptunth  wwpbywb Gd: Br wu
Upunwyb E: UG mwuGoty nmwpblywG t:

Uu hd Gpyhpu £, UWdbkphlwb: G
wu hd wntbGu t: Bu uhpntG wninlb
ntGhd: P inintGu uhpndb E:

- Upwnwy, nintlG niGph®u:

- SniLl ntGhd Gt wwnne niGhd: Upw'd, nb'u, wu

hd wnnibu E: 6L wu pd Jwwnwu £ Ywnniu ubic no

uhpniG E:

UGntGG Uphu E: Ywwnithu wOnlGG

Uphu t: Uppu hd Ywuwniu t: Uphu wnwlwihG
Gpynt mwpblwb t:

UG dniy wbGuwe: Uphu dncy nibh: Ywwnnel dncy
U nuint”: Uphu dnc”Y Y nent:



Explanations to the Text

Lesson 2

bd wlniGu Upwau E:

My name is Aram.

Emphasis expressed by the possessive
article has no special translation in English.

Gu Upwul bu:

I am Aram.

The verb follows the predicative.

Gu tpbuniG mwptjwl Gu:

I am thirty years old.

Swpbtluw literally means annual.

by winiu Udtphluw L:

My home is in America.

SnLl means both some and house. Note
that no special particle or ending is needed
here for the meaning in. Cf. also: Gu
nnl0h Ga: 1 am at home.

Snil niGhd L uwmnt
niGhu:

I have a home and a cat.

Due to verb endings nLl-hd 7 have, nLl-hu,
you have, nLO-h s/he/it has, the subject(s),
in this case /, may be omitted.

Upw, mb'u, wu hd
wmniGu k:

Look, Aram, this is my
home.

The verb wk'u, Look!, See is the

imperative singular of the irregular verb to
12

see.

Quwuwunithu wlniGG Uphu E:

My cat’s name is Aris.

Ywuwni-h-u is the genitive case form of
Yuwint with the ending -h and the
possessive article -u.

Unphu mwywihG tpynt

Aris is still two years

wmwpblw k: old.
niGpd (I) have Simple present, first person, singular,
' irregular.
niGpu (You) have Simple present, second person, singular of
) the same verb to have.

ntGh°u (Do you) have? Verbs become questions only by a change
in intonation.

niGh He/she/it has Third person singular of the simple present,
irregular.

utit black

uhnniG pretty

nbuwt (He/she it) saw This is the simple past form of the verb to
see.

y nunt? Does it eat? Without the interrogative intonation the

verb means (he, she, it ) eats.

Gwuwncl dnLy Y nent™:

Does the cat eat mice?

Note that the singular form is used in
Armenian for the general meaning (mice in
general)

Uphu 0nt°Yy Y'niwntk:

Does Aris eat mice?

Note the emphasis shift due to intonation: in
the previous sentence, the verb has the
interrogative  intonation, and in this
sentence, the direct object, UnL"|.

12 See Lesson 4.
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Lesson 2

ASSIGNMENTS

Phonetic Exercises

1. Practice writing the letters 6L, b h , Y |.| , U, Nuni, ko

repeat each letter at least five times.

2. Try to remember the letters in the words and the words in the sentences of the lesson.
3. Make flash cards with pictures and learn the key words to the letters.

4. Place the letters you know in the alphabet, Appendices I-3.
5. Fill out the chart writing the lower case words in upper case and vice versa.

wnhbit

bU
Judwp

uruy
ubp

UusShS
Guw

UGS
unin

uhrsS
unnibip

SGPGR
nwptliwd

GLGU
tplhp

Grunk

Lexical Exercises

Copy the new words of the text into your vocabulary.

Read the text, translate it, and copy it. Retell the text.

Make oral sentences of your own to identify yourself in Armenian.

Find nouns with articles in the text. Explain their usage and write the same words without articles.
Translate the following into English, paying attention to the emphasis:

nh W~

Uwuwunil ubiL £ Uphu Juuwnne E:
Gwuwntlh dniy Y newnk:

Uu Udtiphlyw t: Uatphywb Gpyhn L:
UdtphywG uhpnil Gpyhp t:

LD =
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6.
1.

Lesson 2

NL°p E UdbphwG: Uphpnd™a Gpyhp t UdbphlywG:
Uu UGLwGG £: UGLtwGG £ uhpniG:

UhpntG £ LwnpkG: LwpkG untGy Y nent:

Lwntlh nmwulbbpynt lnwptlw E:

9. Gu Upwnwyhb Gd: UG £ Lwpkh: Uu Gu Ga:

10. Uwn Upwnwyb t: Uu Upunnwyhb nni”Ga k:

11. P8 wlnibGu Upwd t: Gu Gpbunitb nmwpbtlwb Go:
12. Uwn uppnil Gwp E: Ui £ uhpnib GYwn:

13. Uu Upwnwyhb dypwuwn E:

14. 6L w’u: Ui hdu k:

© N o o

Translate the following into Armenian:
This is my country.

2. And that is Aram’s country.
3. These are sharp scissors.

4. That is my house.

5. My house is nice.

6. This is a black cat.

7. The cat eats mice.

8. Isit Ardag’s cat?

9. That is Ardag’s cat.

10. Aram is thirty years old and Nareh, twelve.
11. Nareh is at home.

Rules:

1.

nL before another vowel of a root morpheme is pronounced [vl—e.g., UnLEp, unnnibp.

2. & at the beginning of a word is pronounced [ye], otherwise [e]. Exception: the auxiliary verb GUO (1) am,

always pronounced with an initial [e].

25



