
CDLI: Phase Two
In an ongoing Humanities collaboration known as the  Cuneiform Digital Library 
Initiative  (CDLI; http://cdli.ucla.edu/), linguists, museum curators, historians of 
science and information technology experts led by research and library science teams 
at the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures  and the Digital Library 
Program at the University of California, Los Angeles, are making available through the 
internet the form and content of cuneiform inscriptions dating from the beginning of 

writing, ca. 3350 BC, until the 
end of Babylonian civilization 
in the mid-fi rst millennium BC. 
With funding from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services and UCLA, 
CDLI2 is pursuing the systematic 
digital documentation and 
electronic publication of these 
unique witnesses of earliest 
history. This international effort 
will implement scalable access 
systems for a wide array of 
users, including researchers, 
museum staff, internet users, 
and even law enforcement 
offi cials.

 
The UCLA Library and CDLI are collaborating to fulfi ll two 
further goals of Humanities research. On the one hand, an 
IMLS-funded initiative will create new tools of digital library 
research and remote data management while effecting the 
capture of major ancient text collections at the University 
of Chicago and in the Aleppo and Idlib museums in Syria. In 
another effort supported by the NEH, the two UCLA teams 
propose to develop a coherent collection of Babylonian  
legal texts in an environment enhanced by developed image 
annotation tools.

Principal investigators:
Stephen M. Davison, UCLA Digital
Library Program 
Robert K. Englund, University of
California at Los Angeles

Project manager:
Elizabeth McAulay, UCLA Digital
Library Program

This proto-cuneiform tablet 
now in the collection of the 

Metropolitan Museum, New 
York, dates to the 31st century 

BC. The account records the 
distribution of barley by an 
archaic brewery to members 

of its staff. The seal impression 
depicts a ruler with his dogs 

engaged in a wild boar hunt.

Lead page to the digital library of cuneiform with a fi sheries account from ancient Uruk,
now in the collection of the National Museum of Iraq, Baghdad.


