CDLI: Phase Two

In an ongoing Humanities collaboration known as the Cuneiform Digital Lit)rarg
Initiative (CDLI, tﬁttP://cc”i.ucla.ec{u/), linguists, museum curators,%‘\istorians of
science and information tecnnologg exPerts led bg research and librar9 science teams
at the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures and the Digital Librar
Program at the University of California, Los Angeles, are making available tnrougn the
internet the form and content of cuneiform inscriPtions clating t%om the t)eginnin of
writing, ca. 3350 BC, until §1e
end of Babylonian civilization
in the mid-first millennium BC.
With tuncling from the National
Endowment for the Humanities,
the Institute for Museum and
Librarg Services and UCLA,
CDLIZis Pursuing the sgstematic
cligital documentation and
electronic Publication of these
unique witnesses of earliest
nistorg. This international effort
will implement scalable access
systems for a wide array of
users, inc!ucling researc%\ers,
museum staff, internet users,
and even law enforcement

Lead page to the digital library of cuneiform with a fisheries account from ancient Uruk, O‘F‘EClalS °

now in the collection of the National Museum of Iraq, Baghdad.

The ucCLA Librar9 and CDLI are co”aborating to fulfill two
further goals of Humanities research. On the one twanct, an
IMLS-funded initiative will create new tools of cligital lit)rarg
research and remote data management while ettecting the
CaPture of major ancient text coﬁections at the Universitg

of Cnicago and in the Ale po and I1dlib museums in Sgria. In
another effort suPPortecﬁ)g the NEH, the two UCLA teams
Fropose to cteveloP a coherent collection of Bat)glonian
egal texts in an environment enhanced bg clevelopecl image
annotation tools.
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